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Dyback during the Iron Age

An area with centralising functions in southernmost Scania in
local and regional perspectives

Lars Larsson

Abstract

The settlement structure of the Iron Age in southern Scandinavia has been a subject of lively debate. High-class
finds can in certain cases corroborate the occurrence of a place or an area with a special position in the region.
In southernmost Scania the area around Dybiick is recognised as a highly likely candidate.

In the sandy and lightly undulating Dybiick area finds of graves indicate a couple of farms with families
of a high social position during the Late Roman Iron Age. An excavation of a midden and a couple of houses
at Langdker provides insight into the activities of a farm belonging to high-ranking persons from the same period.
The wealth of the area during the Migration Period is indicated by some gold finds. However, few finds from
the Merovingian Period occur. A couple of silver finds provide a fragile basis for the presence of a local centre.
The relation of the society of the Dybiick area to nearby sites and other sites in south-western Scania is discussed.

Lars Larsson, Department of Archaeology and Ancient History, Sandgaran 1, 223 50 LUND

Introduction

During recent years the settlement structure
of the Iron Age in southern Scandinavia has
been a subject of lively debate, as is particularly
obvious from the separate articles published
in the series Uppékrastudier (Uppékra Studies),
most of which are based to a greater or lesser
extent on the investigations performed at the
settlement site of Uppakra, south-western
Scania (Larsson & Hardh 1998, 2003; Hardh
1999, 2001; Helgesson 2002; Hardh & Lars-
son 2002).

Besides Uppakra several other places in
Scania had a special position in relation to
their social environment as settlements for
the leading group in society — some kind of

site for the family connected to chieftains or
magnates (Helgesson 2002). A few had a posi-
tion almost equivalent to that of Uppakra,
while most had a subordinate relationship to
this important site or other sites. The locali-
sation of these leaders’ sites may be distin-
guished by the numerous metal finds or by
the objects of high quality, usually made of
valuable metal, found within a site but occa-
sionally concentrated to a small part of the
landscape (Helgesson 2002). A site of high social
status is Vi in north-eastern Scania (Stjern-
quist 1951) as well as Ravlunda in the south-
east (Fabech 1998). The latter area is situated
close to a outlet of a small river that might



have functioned as a most suitable natural har-
bour, and near some sites with finds of gold.

In certain cases the importance of an area
is marked by finds of an exceptional character
in terms of material or quality. These finds
may mark a close connection to a place with
certain central functions. That the neighbour-
hood of Uppékra had a special position in
Iron Age society was recognised early as a
result of a number of finds (Stjernquist 1996;
Helgesson 2002). However, it should be
emphasised that the exceptional position of
Uppékra as regards size and contents has
recently been recognised in connection with
the new investigations that started in 1996
(Larsson 2003b). A similar situation was valid
for south-eastern Funen (Thrane 1994). In
this area rich finds were known already in the
late nineteenth century. However, the special
position of Gudme was not recognised until
the 1980s (Nielsen 1993).

The high-class finds can in certain cases
corroborate the occurrence of a place with a
special position, where expressions of power
are of a centrifugal character, so that reflections
of higher status do not affect just a specific
place but also its surroundings (Harrison 1997).
In a southern Scandinavian perspective, the
stable structure of Uppakra over a considerable
period of time is unique. Other places with
central functions had a much shorter life.
There may have been more dynamic relation-
ships, with the central functions in certain
periods distributed in two or more places, while
in other phases they were concentrated in one
specific place. The same is probably true of
central functions in a more local perspective.

Further sites with a greater dependence on
the larger central sites have existed but are
much more difficult to find. In southernmost
Scania the area around Dybick is recognised
as a highly likely candidate (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1. The research area marked on a map of
Scania, southernmost Sweden.

The research area

The area in question is sandy and lightly undu-
lating. Towards the west it is naturally delimited
by the small river Vemmenhogsan with adjacent
wetland within its valley (Fig. 2-3). Towards
the north-west the terrain rises with marked
hills, up to 50 m a.s.l. with a high content of
clay. In the north, the area is slightly hummocky
and most of the land is made up of wetlands.
The delimitation towards the east is not so ob-
vious, but the river Skivarpsin with its adjacent
wetlands is here viewed as an element separa-
ting the terrain. Because of the flat terrain
within the area of research certain parts were
wet, especially during the winter, as marked
on the reconnaissance map from the 1810s
(Skinska rekognosceringskartan 1986) (Fig. 2).

The research area (henceforth referred to
as the Dybick area) is today dominated by a
small number of large farms among which
the Dybick estate is the largest, comprising
about 600 hectares. Most of the others farms
were sold off by the Dybick estate during the

nineteenth century.



Fig. 2. Extract from the Rekognosceringskartan (reconnaissance map) from the 1810s, showing the sites
mentioned in the article. The horizontal hatching marks the wetlands, the more intensive the hatching,

the wetter the areas.

Development today is on a limited scale.
The building of roads and a railway mainly
took place before the existence of an anti-
quarian organisation with routine supervision
of development projects. In most cases sites
have been excavated because of finds been
made during ploughing and reported by the
farm owners. Most of the excavations were
carried out by the archaeologist Bror-Magnus
Vifot during the 1920s and 1930s. He was
living in the neighbourhood and was well
known to the farmers.

What parameters allow us to recognise the
Dybick area as having a central function in
the region in the Iron Age? One important
element is the local conditions, with the sandy
soil reasonably rich in nutrients and easy to
work with low-technology farming equip-
ment. Considerable wetlands towards the west

and north might have been of importance as
pastureland or hay meadows, along with the
marginal areas in the north-west and north
with their clayey till soils.

Another factor giving the research area a
special position is that contacts with the
surrounding world were facilitated by the
existence of a suitable anchorage at Hoérte
(Fig. 2). The outlet of the small river Dy-
bicksdn must have been well suited. Despite
the present concrete pier, it is reasonably easy
to imagine the shape of the prehistoric har-
bour. The small mouth of the river has a
plank lining along the sides that could have
been fully sufficient as a structure for a landing
place. That the site was of special importance,
as an anchoring place is obvious from the fact
that the foundations of a brick building have
been found a short distance to the east of the

DYBACK DURING THE IRON AGE 5
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Fig. 3. The typography of the Dybiick area, marking finds and sites mentioned in the article. Legend: 1:
Roman Iron Age grave, 2: Pre-Roman and Early Iron Age settlement, 3: Late Roman Age settlement, 4:
Late Roman Iron Age grave, 5: Migration Period gold find, 6: Viking Age silver find, 7: Runic stone.

river mouth. The foundations were discovered
during the construction of a coastal road in
the 1930s and a small excavation was per-
formed (Vifot 1934b). The finds as well as
some earlier surface finds date the building to
the late Medieval period. It was probably a
warehouse. Similar late medieval stone buil-
dings are very rare outside towns.

No Stone Age monuments are known within
the Dybick area. However, megalithic tombs
are known to have existed to the west as well
as to the east (Larsson 1992, 2002). A small
number of mounds of a size usually dated to
the Bronze Age are known. The number of
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Bronze Age mounds is considerably larger on
the high ridge in the north-west as well as in
the coastal region in the south-east, close to
and within the present village of Abbekis
(Fig. 11). Mounds and other cemeteries, some
with rich grave goods, as well as settlement
sites have been excavated since the 1930s,
proving the existence of a regional centre
during the Early and Late Bronze Age (Hansen
1938; Larsson 1996, 1999).



The Dybick area during the Early
Iron Age

In order to distinguish the most important
site from the earliest part of the Iron Age, one
has just to move some 300 metres to the
north-east of the mouth of the river Dybicksin
(Fig. 2). In 1929 stones as well as pottery
were ploughed to the surface within a small
area of the farmland belonging to Hortegarden
(Horte Farm), resulting in an excavation. An
almost rectangular stone pavement measuring
8 x 4 m was revealed (Vifot 1934a:181). The
pottery found was dated to the Pre-Roman
Iron Age, with a possible date to the transition
to the Early Roman Iron Age (Vifot 1934a:179
pp-; Sgernquist 1969:177). The pavement was
initially regarded as the floor of a house but
has later, based upon other excavation results,
been interpreted as the stone pavement outside
a house (Stjernquist 1969:178). No occupa-
tion layer or structures close to the pavement
were documented by a small excavation of the
site in 1976 (Larsson 1976). The structure
has also, albeit with some reservations, been
regarded as a cult-house (Victor 2002:143 p.).
In the local environment, at Hértemolla
north of the river mouth (Fig 2), a grave was
found including an urn with a faceted rim of
the same type of pottery found within to the
paved area (LUHM 25660) (Vifot 1934a:177
p.)- In the same area at least three inhumation
graves have been excavated, one with a sickle
that dates to the Roman Iron Age (LUHM
18836, 25660:VII) (Stjernquist 1955:173).
To the east of the river mouth the landscape
rises a few metres and forms a small cape
named Hoérte udde (Hérte cape) (Fig. 2),
with a steep slope to the shore some seven
metres below. During gravel extraction just a
few dozen metres from this slope, remains of
at least two graves were found and excavated

(LUHM 27995; SHM 18836; Vifot 1934a).
The best-preserved grave contained a female
with a necklace consisting of several rows of
beads of glass and amber (Stjernquist ez al.
1994:Fig. 3), two pins and four fibulae —
among them a tendril fibula — and a rosette
brooch (Stjernquist 1955:173, Pl. XLIII:13—
20; 2002:Fig. 2) (Fig. 4). A decorated clay
vessel and a bone comb were part of the grave
goods. The grave has been dated to C3 (Lund
Hansen 1987:450; Helgesson 2002:Tab. 6).
The second grave was too destroyed to provide
any information about sex or grave contents.

The combination of grave gifts and their
quality indicated that the interred woman
had a high social position in the community.
From Hérte udde there is an excellent view
across to the presumable harbour and further
along the coastline. The neighbourhood is also
suitable for settlement. Hérte udde might have
been the cemetery for those persons or families
in control of the trade in luxury products as
well as more ordinary commodities that were
shipped to and from the harbour at Hérte. By
placing the cemetery in the view of the harbour
the importance of the ruling family would be
manifested both as a means of imaginary pro-
tection by former generations and as a more
direct marker of the active exercise of control.

That luxury products might have entered
the area through Hérte is indicated by finds
from Tofthogarna (Fig. 2) dating to the same
time as the grave at Horte udde (SHM 12088).
Tofthogarna, a group of small mounds, was
said to be a natural formation, but that seems
highly doubtful. The artefacts were found
during gravel extraction. The finds consists of
a glass beaker decorated with oval incisions
(Roman Reflections in Scandinavia 1996:no.
131) (Fig. 5:1) and two extremely well made
clay vessels, richly decorated pitchers. One
has a perforated handle (Roman Reflections in

DYBACK DURING THE IRON AGE 7



Fig 4. Finds from a grave at Horte udde.

Scandinavia 1996:no0. 397) (Fig. 5:2) and the
other has a small belly and a high neck (Fig.
5:3). A third, undecorated, vessel contained
burnt bones, probably the remains of a
cremated human. As no certain information
exists as to how the finds were related, they
may belong to one or more graves. The
combination of the glass beaker and the well-
made vessels is not uncommon in the region,
as proved by a somewhat earlier grave at
Oremolla close to the mouth of the river
Skivarpsan just south-east of the Dybick area
(Bruzelius 1876; Larsson 1988, in prep.).
The glass beaker and the vessels are goods
that give the interred a special social position.
The interred person or persons from Toft-
hégarna were among the most influential
members of the community. Based upon the
grave finds from Hérte udde and Tofthégarna,
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a ruling class with access to Roman products
and regional products of highest quality was
established in the Dybick area at least in the
fourth century AD. The grave finds are more
than 2 km apart, which might indicate that
the control was divided among two or more
families, one living at the coast and another
somewhat inland. Other settlements from the
Roman Iron Age, presumably with a lower
status judging by the grave goods, are indicated
by the finds at Horte mentioned above.
Leading families in the Dybick area with
access to a suitable anchorage were able to
create a wealth attracting commercial and also
political interest. Some of the objects might
have been results of exchange while others,
especially those of high quality, such as glass
beakers, might be confirmation of alliances
contracted with other societies on the islands



Fig. 5. Finds from the grave or graves at Tofthdg from the Late Roman Iron Age — a glass
vessel (scale 1:2) and two clay vessels (scale 1:3).

of Zealand to the west and Bornholm to the
east. Horte is well located in order to be in-
cluded in networks connecting important
areas of influence along the northern coasts of
the southern Baltic Sea. The harbour at Horte
might have functioned as an overnight stop.
This type of harbouring places can be com-
pared with the landing places that have been
recognised along the Roskilde fjord (inlet),
northern Zealand (Ulriksen 1998). They have
been identified as sites with settlement remains
proving their use for periods of varying length.
The oldest seem to have been established du-
ring the second century AD. However, they
are more numerous after the sixth century

AD, interpreted as ports in a network linking
locally based aristocratic groups.

The largest numbers of Roman imports in
southern Scandinavia have been found close
to the coast of eastern Zealand as well as on
Bornholm (Lund Hansen 1987). During cer-
tain periods such as B2 and C3 the settlements
on the southern coast of Scania seem to have
been relatively well incorporated within the
distribution network providing Roman objects
(Lund Hansen 1987:Karte 6-7), whereas the
links during other periods, such as C1b (Lund
Hansen 1987:Karte 9-10), are regarded as
being more limited (Martens 2002).

DYBACK DURING THE IRON AGE 9



The farm complex of Langaker

During the first part of 1980s large-scale exca-
vations were carried out at Skateholm on the
south Scanian coast just west of the research
area in question (Larsson 1992). These ex-
cavations were aimed at the investigations of
settlement sites including cemeteries from
the Late Mesolithic situated along the shore-
line or on islands within a former lagoon. In
order to provide a better understanding of the
settlement within the entire lagoon, surveys
were made. These also included the lower
valley of the Vemmenhogsin that was the
interior north-eastern part of the lagoon
during the highest transgression maximum
dating to the Late Mesolithic and Early
Neolithic (Fig. 2). Along the northern slope
of the valley several Mesolithic and Neolithic
sites were found (Larsson 1993, 1994). Most
sites were encountered within an area named
Rivgrav (Ostra Vemmenhog 7:20). At the
adjacent site Lingiker, dating to the late
Middle Neolithic A, was found on a rather
marked part of the slope covering an elongated
area (Larsson 1989). The area seems to have
included the remains of at least one farm that
has moved in several stages over about half a
millennium within an area of about three
hundred metres (Larsson 1992).

A midden and the finds

The slope probably marked the shoreline
during the Neolithic ending in a small but
marked cape. It seemed to coincide with the
north-easternmost part of one of the Neolithic
settlements. In a couple of test pits a dark
occupation layer was found including few
flint artefacts and some bones. The layer was
much darker than the previous Neolithic
occupation layer in which very few preserved
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bones were found. The first sherds showed
that this occupation layer belonged to a much
younger settlement. They were parts of vessels
with a thin, mainly black ware fired in a kiln
with reduced oxygen intake. By the shape of
the sherds as well as the decorations, the vessels
could be dated to the Roman Iron Age. The
wet environment has preserved material with
organic content, but most sherds have disinte-
grated despite the intense firing of the vessels.
The excavation of the site Langiker,
situated within the property Ostra Vemmen-
hég 7:40, Ostra Vemmenhog parish, took
place during two seasons in 1987 and 1989.!
During the initial phase of the excavation
it became obvious that the area included a
refuse layer. The find-bearing layer had a
maximum thickness of 0.3 m. A total of 20
square metres were excavated. Judging by the
distribution of finds, the layer comprised an
area of about 30 square metres. The layer was
found on a slight slope ending in a rather wet
area with a formation of peat and gyttja below
the find-bearing zone. The material has been
deposited in an area that during the Late
Mesolithic and Early Neolithic was the inner
part of the lagoon that changed into a small
bog at the time of the Iron Age settlement.
The refuse layer is interpreted as a midden.
That the midden did not only include
ordinary refuse was obvious from the compo-
sition of the finds. There are three fibulae
made of bronze. One is of a type with a broad
bow terminating in a knob at the foot which
has a transverse bulge towards the head and a
high catch-plate (Fig. 6:1). The second has a
band-shaped bow with a transverse bulge
towards the head but with an outward-curving
part towards the foot and a low catch-plate.
The third is a tendril fibula (Fig. 6:2).
These three types do not seem to be
contemporaneous. The types with a wide loop



Fig. 6. The finds from the midden at Langdker. 1-2: fibulae, 3: penannular brooch, 4: glass bead, 5:
bronze foil with rivets, 6: amber bead, 7: bone needle, 8. bone arrowhead and 9-10: sherds of pottery.
Scale 1:1. Drawings by Eva Koch and Bjérn Nilsson.
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belong to B2 (Albrechtsen 1956:15, 1960:
211). Judging by the largest width of the bow
at the foot part, the tendril belong to a sub-
type dated to Cla (Albrechtsen 1968:220
pp-; Jorgensen 1989; Leube 1999; Helgesson
& Stjernquist 2001). However, the time
differences between the fibulae are not large.
A penannular brooch of bronze with rolled-
up ends was among the find material (Fig.
6:3). The type is known from the Viking Age
(Stromberg 1961,1:148; Thélin 1984:16;
Stjernquist 1993 II:Pl. LXXVI:3, 1993 111:24).
Interestingly, the same type is known from
the Roman Iron Age (Christensen 1998). The
majority of this type are dated to the Early
Roman Iron Age but the type with rolled ends
continues into the Late Roman Iron Age (Chris-
tensen 1998:86 pp.). This type is common in
graves with contents indicating the high status
of the interred (Christensen 1998:92 pp.).

Other ornaments in the midden are a
pyramid-shaped amber bead (Fig. 6:5), a small
(@: 0.4 cm) bead of blue glass, and a bone
needle with its rectangular head is decorated
with angle lines (Fig. 6:7). Yet another example
includes a part of the decorated head and the
tip. Although they do not fit, the size and
decoration indicate that the parts belong to
one and the same needle. An arrowhead made
of bone is also present (Fig. 6:8). Similar
types are dated to the Roman Iron Age (Alm-
gren & Nerman 1923:Taf. 47).

Two fragments of a thin band of bronze
are parts of a finger ring. A bronze wire about
5 cm long and a somewhat shorter example
with a rectangular cross section and a hook-
shaped end were found in the midden. The
artefacts of bronze also include a narrow plate
with punched ornament and a head of a rivet
on the opposite side (Fig. 6:6). The find is in
fragmentary condition and was probably a
belt mount with rivets at both ends.

12 LARS LARSSON

Four fragments of stave-shaped and fluted
beads in light green glass were found. Judging
by the size and the colour variations the
fragments belong to at least two beads. There
is also an intact stave of the same type but
without the perforation (Fig. 6:4). These fluted
stave beads belong to a rather rare type and
should be dated to the Late Roman Iron Age
(Tempelmann-Maczynska 1985:Taf. 3:183;
Olldag 1994:216). In southern Scandinavia
they are found in rich graves on Zealand
dated to Cla (Lund Hansen 1995:Tafel 22)
and C1b (Ethelberg 2000:285).

As on most sites from the Early Iron Age,
the iron finds are few, limited to a small
number of unidentified iron pieces and a
12.5 cm long knife with a marked inset tang.
A bent band of iron about 3 cm long might
be a fragment of the bow of a fibula.

The badly preserved pottery includes fine
as well as coarse ware. As regards the former,
the decoration is made up of horizontal lines
and bulges, also including oblique grooves
and imprints (Fig. 6:9-13) The small size of
the sherds makes it difficult to apprehend the
full combination of motifs. There might be
two different styles of ornaments in the
material with an earlier type consisting of
imprints and lines and a younger one with
grooves and bulges. The layer held numerous
finds of daub, usually identified as patches of
red clay.

A large number of bones were found.
According to preliminary analyses they include
cattle, horse, pig, sheep or goat and dog.

During the excavation of the midden layer
a large number of seeds were observed.
Therefore, samples were flotated, providing a
considerable number of seeds. One sample
including almost 1,300 seeds and seed
fragments was analysed (Tab. I). An extraordi-
narily rich flora is represented, with farmed



plants, weeds and meadow plants. The com-
bination of weeds indicates that cultivation
was done in light but slightly acid soil
resembling the sandy soils close to the site.
The fields were manured and well worked,
but the penetrated soil was limited to a thin
layer below the surface. Meadow plants are
dominated by species of grass growing on dry
as well as damp habitats.

The house constructions

In order to get a better view of the surroundings
of the midden, the topsoil was removed from
a trench including about 1,000 square metres
of the area further up the slope (Fig. 7). The de-
limitation of the trench was a field road to the
west while in the other directions the limits
were the slope of the small cape. When the top-

Table 1. Identified carbonised seeds from a sample of the midden at Ostra

Vemmenhég 7:40.

Domesticated plants

Hulled barley Hordeum vulgare 465
Oats Avena sativalfatua 3
Undetermined fragments

of domesticated plants 600+
Flax Linum usitatissimum 3
Weeds

White Goose-foot Chenopodium cf album 77
Black Bindweed Fallopia convolvulus 29
Pale Persicaria Polygonum persicariallapathifolia 8
Knotgrass Polygonum aviculare 5
Sheep’s Sorrel Rumex acetosella 6
Curled Dock Rumex crispus 12
Annual Knawel Scleranthus cf annuus 2
Corn Spurrey Spergula arvensis 2
Field Pennycress Thlaspi arvense 2
Annual Nettle Urtica urens 10

Plants from meadows and wetlands

Sedges Carex distigmaticaea 3
Spike-rush Eleocharis sp 1
Black Medick Medicago cf lupulina 7
Woodrush Luzula sp 1
Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata 1
Grasses Poaceae 36
Cinquefoils Potentilla sp 3
Self-heal Prunella vulgaris 1
Clovers Trifolium sp 3
Violet Viola sp 1
Miscellaneous

Henbane Hyoscyamus niger 1
Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica 1
Bog Bilberry Vaccinium uliginosum 1

DYBACK DURING THE IRON AGE 13
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Fig. 7. The excavated area at Lingdker with features. The base of clay for the hearth as well as the post-

holes for the house are specially marked.

soil was removed, darker areas were identified
against the light sand (Fig. 7). A few turned out
to be pits, probably recent stores for potatoes.
Others were the shapes of furrows, some made
by digging animals. Of the smaller dark patches
the majority were identified as post-holes.
Most of the post-holes were combined to
give a house of the traditional type with two
rows of posts supporting the roof (Fig. 7).
The house had an east-west orientation. Seven
pairs of posts were identified. Some smaller

14 LARS LARSSON

post-holes probably belonged to the wall of
the house. A clear division of the post-pairs
was observed (Fig. 8). The four pairs in the
west have a larger internal distance than the
three pairs in the eastern part of the house. In
between these two groups of pairs an interval
was identified. The pairs of posts on both
sides of this gap turned out to be doubled. It
might be the remains of replacement post.
However, the systematic position indicates
the doubled pairs functioned as an extra
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Fig. 8. Top: the reconstruction of the houses. Below: The position of the houses

and the midden at the small cape.

support of the roof within this gap. No other
post turned out to be replaced. In the eastern
part of the house some other smaller post-
holes were found. Judging by the colour of
the filling, some might be of the same age as

the house while others have a darker filling
that indicates that they are of a later age.

Based upon the position of the roofsuppor-
ting posts, the house had a length of about 30
m and a width of 6.5 m.

DYBACK DURING THE IRON AGE 15



An area of solid clay was identified in the
western part of the house (Fig. 7). Within its
central area, the clay was thicker with a content
of ash and burnt red. The clay layer was the
foundation of an elongated fireplace. This is a
support for interpreting the western part as a
living area. The entrance was probably located
at the gap in the middle part of the house. It
might also have included a storeroom or
housed a workshop. The eight-metre-long
eastern part of the house could have been
used as a stable in which some post-holes
might have been part of the construction for
a division into cribs.

A few metres to the south of the long-
house, four post-holes made up two pair of
posts. They seem to have been the support of
a small barn.

The find material within the houses in-
cluding the filling of the post-holes was small.
It does not give any clue to the age of the
house. Just a small amount of charcoal was
found. In a number of post-holes small pieces
of bone were found in the bottom. They
might have been placed intentionally, as has
been identified in other houses dated to the
Iron Age (Carlie 1992:58 p.).

Comparative studies of houses

As no datable finds were made in the house,
we have to postulate that the house is con-
temporaneous to the finds in the midden.
The finds from the midden belong to the
middle part of the Roman Iron Age — B2—CI.
In order to test this postulate it is important
to compare the size and shape of the long
house with others of this age in the region.
The largest number of Iron Age houses in
southern Scania is found in the K6pinge area,
some 28 km to the east of the Langiker site
(Fig. 11). They were excavated in the 1980s
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in combination with large-scale topsoil remo-
val in order to enlarge an area of factory buil-
dings (Tesch 1992b). The houses dated to the
Early Roman Iron Age have a mean length of
22 m with a maximum length of 38 m. Those
dated to the Late Roman Iron Age are some-
what smaller with an average length of 20 m.
However one partly destroyed house structure
has a length of about 30 m (Tesch 1992a:321
pp.)- The house at Langdker seems to have
been longer than average compared to those
in Képinge, although longer houses from the
Roman Iron Age are found in Denmark (Hvass
1988:70). Concerning the position of the
posts, an asymmetric positioning is found
among the houses in Kopinge. However, the
positioning do not agree with that of the
house at Lingdker (Tesch 1992a:Fig. 18). In
three houses at Képinge parts of the fireplace
are preserved, situated between the first and
the second pair of posts. In the house at
Léingiker the fireplace was located between
the second and third pairs of posts. As to the
houses at Kopinge, the largest gap is found
between the position of the fireplace but at
Léangdker it is located further to the east.

At Képinge the fireplace was partially dug
below the floor that was not preserved. That
the clay cover of the fireplace is preserved as
at Langdker is remarkable for south Scandi-
navia where soil preparation has usually
destroyed the original floor and features related
to it. The special situation might be due to
colluvial processes, with sand drifting along
the slope. On the other side the depth of the
post-holes is not very large, between 0.2 and
0.6 m. Just a few posts from the wall have
been documented. This might mean that the
wall was more or less self-supporting or built
of material such as turf that did not need
much support. However, the large quantities
of burnt daub in the midden is regarded as



too much just for the destruction of an oven
structure. There seem to be some contradictions
as regards the construction of the house.

The distance between the par of posts —
about 2.7 m — as well as the width of the
house — about 6.5 m — is close to the extreme
measurements for houses in southern Sweden
dated to the Late Roman Iron Age. Most
houses are narrower and have a shorter dista